
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
We hope you enjoyed a restful Thanksgiving with family and friends! It is al-
ways surprising how fast the month of  December goes, with all of  the fun, ad-
ditional festivities and events in the school and community. 
 
Fernan is so fortunate to be the recipient of  several grants so far this year. We 
received a grant from Educurious through the STEM Action Center. This grant 
provides leadership training for a small team of  educators and an                    
administrator to deepen our STEM understanding and explore STEM              
certification. There are 4 training opportunities throughout the year. On        
December 5 & 6, our training is here in Coeur d’Alene, and the cohort will be 
visiting Fernan to see what our students are learning. This week, we were   
given a grant from Kerr Oil for $500. It is to be used for math and/or science 
materials to support a STEM education. In addition, we also received multiple 
Excel Grants this fall. Melinda Hennig received $7,230 Potlatch Grant for 
“Fernan Lake Outdoor Science Education 2020”. With this grant, multiple 
grade levels will work with the Kootenai Environmental Alliance through 
hands-on, real world experiences to deepen our scientific understanding and 
aid community efforts to improve our local lake. Leatha Morgan and Misti 
Ruchti got a grant for “Take 2…”, which is a grant to support photography and 
the arts. Shelby Randklev and Becky Webb received a grant for the “Book 
Peddler”, which will support delivering books to students in a fun and             
engaging way. Jennifer Susedik and Sarah Eller received a grant for 
“Resource Sensory Tools” to support learners’ sensory needs throughout the 
day. We are so thankful for all of  these grant opportunities to support our stu-
dents and school! 
 
We have many exciting events coming up this month. Our PTA is offering a 
new event this year. We hope you will join us for breakfast, listen to stories, 
and take pictures with Santa on December 14th, from 9-12. We look forward 
to seeing your family!  
 
Wishing you a peaceful season, 
Mrs. Livingston 
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1st Grade Christmas Music Performances 

Fernan 1st grade classes 
will be having their 

Christmas performance 
on Thursday December 

12th.   
 

The performance will 
begin at 6:00.  Please 

have students at school 
ready to perform 15 
minutes before their  

program begins. 

December Calendar 
 12/03– Journey to the North Pole 

 12/4-12/5 – Hoop Shoot 

 12/12– 1st Grade Music Performance 

 12/14– Santa Breakfast 

 12/18– Jingle Books Giveaway 

 12/23-1/6 WINTER BREAK No School 

Fernan Hoop Shoot 

There is an 8-9 year old division and a 10-11 year old division for both boys and girls.  Age 
groups are based on the student's age on April 1, 2020, which may not be the age they are 
today.  

So start practicing your free throws!!   

If you have any questions about the Hoop Shoot, please contact Julie Meredith at jmere-
dith@cdaschools.org.    

Our annual Hoop Shoot Free Throw Contest will be held at Fernan on Wednesday De-
cember 4 and Thursday, December 5th. .  This event will be held after school in the Fer-
nan Gym. The Hoop Shoot is open to all 8-11 year olds. If your child wishes to participate, 
they will meet in the gym after school on one of those days to shoot their free throws.  
They only have to come on one of those days.  

Wrapping Paper Tubes 

Fernan is collecting empty wrapping paper tubes for our Spring STEM Night.  If 
you would like to send in your empty tubes, there will be a box in the lobby to 

donate.  Thank you and happy wrapping! 
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Fernan 5th Grade Leadership Giving Tree 
 

Fernan Leadership Team will be Sponsoring a Giving Tree for 
Children’s Village.  The  tree will be located in the front              

entrance with gift request hanging on the tree.  If you would like 
to donate an item to this great cause, please take an    ornament, 
and return the gift under the tree by Monday    December 16th.  If 
you have any questions please contact   Mrs. Vanderlouw or Mrs. 

Mangini. 

Giving Tree If you are in the mood to spread Christmas cheer 
to Fernan faculty but are wondering what would 

be helpful to them, think no more!  We have a 
giving tree located in the entry way that has    

ornaments labeled with items on teacher/staff 
wishlists.  Just grab an ornament, purchase the 

item, and return it either to the staff member, or 
label it and place it under the tree.   

  

1st Grade Warming Bags 
1st Grade Classes are collecting Men’s hats, socks, gloves, hand and foot 

warmers  to create warming bags for local people in need.  If you would 
like to donate items to the cause, please turn them into Mrs. Chan, Mrs. 

Durocher, Mrs. Hennig or Mrs. Lund by December 13th. 

 Stay Connected!! 
Need to know what’s going on at Fernan?  There are a few 
different ways to stay connected.  Check out Fernan STEM 
Academy and Fernan STEM PTA on Facebook.  Log on to 
Skyward Family Access for announcements from the school 
and individual teachers.  You can also submit attendance, 

pay for Hot Lunch and much more.   

December Sky”word” 
December will be our last Sky”word” drawing for the year.  Logon to Family Access and 
find the December Sky’Word’” email the word, along with your students name to 
ksclark@cdaschools.org to enter your student for a chance to win a prize basket! 



The last day of school before winter break will be 
Friday, December 20th.  We will return from break 

on Monday, January 6th. 

Winter Writing Journal 
Have you thought about keeping a winter break writing journal?  

Here are some fun journaling ideas for your child or whole family during 
the winter break. 

Don't forget to share your journal with your teacher when you return 
back to school,   

she would LOVE to see your winter break journal! 
 
Journaling ideas... 
FIRST WEEK OF BREAK 
1. What are you looking forward to doing over break? 
2. What is your favorite meal? Describe the details of the dish and why 
you love it. 
3. Write 3 wishes you have.  Tell me why you want them to come true. 
4. Describe your favorite toy or game and try and convince someone 
why they should play with it.  
5.  What is the weather like?  Do you like it or not? Tell me why. 
 
SECOND WEEK OF BREAK 
1. Do you like having visitors ar your home or visiting others?  Tell me 
who you love to visit and why 
2. Tell me about your favorite TV show or movie.  Why should someone 
else watch it? 
3. Write about your favorite holiday tradition.  This does not have to 
be about Christmas.  
4. What was something challenging this past year?  How can you change 
to make 2019 the best year yet? 
5. Write about 3 goals you have for the new year.  Tell how you will 
work to reach your goals. 

Winter Reading Challenge 
Please keep an eye out for our Winter Break Reading  
Challenge that will be sent home with all 
students just before the break.  Students 
can complete the challenge form and    
return to Mrs. Murray or Mrs. Randklev    
after break.  Yay for Reading! 
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Warm Winter Clothes 

Winter weather season has begun.  We have recess  

outside unless the temperature drops below 10           

degrees.  Please make sure your student 

has warm clothes to be  successful on the               

playground.  If  you have extra winter clothes that you 

are no longer in need of, you are  welcome to send 

them in to school with your  student, and we will add 

them to our school closet.  We are in need of  gloves 

and boots. Thank you for your support of  our students. 

Jingle Books 

Fernan will be participating in Jingle Books this 

year.  If  you have gently used books you would 

like to donate, we have  boxes in the lobby you 

may drop them off  in.  Wednesday December 

18th, Fernan students will have the   opportunity 

to visit our Jingle Books  tables and bring home 

some new books to enjoy! 

 Please join us for our PTA meeting on           
December 18th, in the Art Room after school.  

Snacks and child care will be provided .  We look     
forward to seeing you there. 

Also, we will have a giving tree up near the office. 
This tree is a great opportunity to give back to our 
awesome teachers here at Fernan! Please come by  
anytime and see what kind of wishes are hung up  

We are so excited to be hosting a breakfast 
with Santa! Please keep your eye open for an 
RSVP  coming home with your kiddo/s. We 

would appreciate these being returned to your 
students’ teacher so we can plan accordingly. 




